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IN MEMORY OF JAKE MALTA 

It is with a heavy heart and much regret that Malmark, Inc. informs us 

of the passing of their Founder and President, Jake Malta.    Jake 

passed away Monday night, August 9th, peacefully at his home in 

New Britain, Pa.  He was 91 years old. 

Jake’s contributions to the handbell world are many and great.  He founded Mal-

mark, Inc. in 1973 after spending almost a decade as Schulmerich’s chief de-

signer and engineer.  To this day Jake is responsible for the design of all of Mal-

mark’s handbells and Choirchime instruments as well as the innovative produc-

tion methods employed by the company to produce them. 

Jake worked diligently over the years to design extended ranges of handbells. So 

much so that he pioneered and patented the use of aluminum as a material for 

handbell design and production.  Furthermore, he designed the Choirchime In-

strument and worked tirelessly to extend the range of these instruments as 

well.  As a testament to his foresight and design Malmark is the only company 

that offers Choirchime instruments in the lower 6th and 7th octaves.   To this day 

Malmark remains the world’s foremost producer of English Handbells and Choir-

chime Instruments. 

In 1994, Jake was named an Honorary Life Member of the American Guild of 

English Handbell Ringers for his contributions to the art of handbell ringing. He 

was a man of unmatched talent whose character and determination revolutionized 

the handbell world. 

To read more about Jake and see pictures of him at work go to -  

http://www.agehr.org/memorial/malta  

 

IN MEMORY OF DEB HEINE -  Deb was a founding member of the 

Agape Ringers in Chicago as well as Quadrille, a handbell quartet.  

When she moved to the Philadelphia area Deb also was a driving force 

in the founding of the Philadelphia Handbell Ensemble where she 

served as President.  Deb served as Co-Chair of the annual meeting of 

the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers (AGEHR) for many years.  She 

was also the President of the Philadelphia Handbell Ensemble.  Deb was a con-

summate organizer.  To read more about Deb go to -  

http://www.agehr.org/events/newsDebHeine.asp 

 

 Mountain Sub-Area Chair - Tom Waldron  

tmwal47@gmail.com 

Interim Desert Sub-Area Chair - Sharon Sparlin   

ssparlin@dakotacom.net  

www.area11.org                 

http://www.agehr.org/newsletters/index.asp
http://www.agehr.org/memorial/malta
http://www.agehr.org/events/newsDebHeine.asp
mailto:tmwal47@gmail.com
mailto:ssparlin@dakotacom.net
http://www.area11.org/
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YOUTH HANDBELL CAMP - JULY 27 - JULY 31,  2011 - MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Camp will be at Pingree Park (near Ft. Collins, CO) 

http://www.colostate.edu/features/pingree-park.aspx 

For all youth ages 10 - 18 by June 1, 2011. 

Estimated Camp Registration Fee:  

$300 +/- per individual.   

Includes all meals and activities!!!!  

Contact:  Linda Maloney (Linda.Maloney@Live.com) 

Clinician for the camp program will be Linda Simms who has 

dedicated her life to sharing her passion for music with her 

students and ringers in the classroom, the studio and during 

rehearsals.  She loves the challenge of making music relevant 

and exciting to others, and has developed movement and the-

ory classes that are both entertaining and informative.  With a 

great sense of humor and a positive attitude in rehearsal and 

the classroom, Linda Simms makes learning fun. 

FUNDRAISING IDEAS                                                    
   - By Claudette Rothwell 

As I write this article I am in the midst of cleaning out 

my closets and garage getting ready for a Yard Sale next 

weekend with the proceeds going to our Youth Bell 

Choir Camp Fund!!  My youth have twice attended bell 

camp in Glorieta, New Mexico and are eagerly antici-

pating next summer’s camp at Pingree Park in Colorado.  

It’s something we look forward to every other year!!  

But, it’s not always easy to get there.  It takes lots of 

fundraising and planning.  FUNDRAISING will just be 

a fact of life for the next 9-10 months!!! 

Perhaps you would like to bring your youth ringers to 

Bell Camp next July.  And it’s not too early to begin 

raising money to bring your choir to the Area XI 2012 

Festival in Salt Lake City.  It’s time for FUNDRAIS-

ING!!!  So to help you get started, here are a few tried 

and proven activities from others in Area XI. 

Since Arizona has an abundance of warm months, 

Doug Benton and his youth sell Root Beer Floats 

after worship services.  Their suggested donation is 

$2.00+ each.  Doug says that this has been their best 

fundraising activity. 

From Cathie Olds in Utah:  Our grocery stores sell 

gift certificates or cards to organizations.  They are sold 

at face value to our friends and supporters.  The bell 

choir makes 5% of the total value of all certificates and 

cards sold.  This takes a bit of organization and time but 

it is a “Painless Fundraiser” as we have no dinners to 

prepare, no bake sales, no car washes, and people really 

like the gift cards which are used like a debit card, 

avoiding fumbling for change at the checkout.  The cer-

tificates make nice gifts and are likewise easy to use.  

Our choir makes approximately $150 a month this 

way…even in a small town like Brigham City!  This 

year we hope to have enough to give a considerable 

“scholarship” to each of our young ringers who chooses 

to attend! 

 Lisa Bush in Colorado does a variety of activities:  

The most successful is selling breakfast burritos during 

coffee hour each Sunday September – May.  I buy them 

for $1 at Sonic and we sell them for $2.  We sell only 

about 25 each week but that is $100 a month.  We also once 

or twice a year have a cinnamon roll sale.  One of our moms 

makes them all and bakes them during service so everyone 

wants to buy one!!  We usually sell about 300 at $1 apiece.  

In December we do a Barnes and Noble Book Fair.  We play 

bells (Christmas ensemble arrangements) in the store and 

anyone who purchases something with one of our vouchers 

gives us a percentage of return on their sale.  We also have an 

“Olive Garden” spaghetti dinner before our yearly church 

council meeting and of course the free will offering at our 

concert right before we leave for camp or festival. 

At the Area XI 2010 Festival in Tucson, we heard Terry 

Waite and Ed Duncan describe a few of the ways 

the Wesley Bell Ringers help to fund their annual tour – sell-

ing hoagie sandwiches and having a couple of large rummage 

sales.  They have been selling hoagie sandwiches to raise 

money since 1963!!! 

My groups have also participated in many different activities 

to raise money for their trips.  My youth with the help of par-

ents host a dinner before our Christmas and Spring Concerts.  

And we take a “love offering” at these two big concerts each 

year and some of those funds go to our Youth Bell Camp 

Fund. One year we sold Gas Cards, similar to the program 

that Cathie Olds talked about.  We have had Parents Night 

Out at our church giving young parents an opportunity to go 

out for the night while we babysat their children for a dona-

tion.  During one spring and summer, we had a Youth for 

Hire program, where my youth ringers were “hired” to do 

odd jobs such as lawn mowing, window and house cleaning.  

This was a great way for vacationers to have their lawns 

maintained while they were away.  We have had a rummage 

sales and car washes.  We have sold “Lolli-Notes” lollipops 

after church and for special events.   During the Christmas 

season, we get many requests to play in the community and 

donations from these performances go towards our camp 

fund. 

Perhaps you have a few ideas you would like to share with 

everyone.  Just drop me an e-mail at  

claudette.rothwell@gmail.com and I will pass them along.  

Good luck with YOUR fundraising activities – meanwhile I 

need to get busy cleaning out that closet in the basement 

while my husband tackles the garage (YEA!!). 

http://www.colostate.edu/features/pingree-park.aspx
mailto:Linda.Maloney@Live.com
mailto:claudette.rothwell@gmail.com
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AGEHR AREA XI BOARD NEWS 

This month we want to recognize and thank two of our 

board members who will be stepping down.  At our 2010 

Area XI Festival that was held in Tucson this last June, we 

honored Michael Mazzatenta who served Area XI as our 

Chair and Bob Tucker, our Area Secretary/Treasurer.  

“Mazz” served as Chair for almost 4 years!!  He leaves 

behind a vision and legacy of a successful re-structuring of 

the Area.  In addition to the duties of keeping record of our 

discussions at board meetings and conference calls, Bob 

had the tremendous task of getting our financials in order 

after the decision to re-structure was put into motion.  Both 

have served us well and we are grateful for their time and 

service.  If you have a minute, drop them an e-mail and say 

“thank you”!! 

Who will be taking their place?  Our Chair-Elect, Clau-

dette Rothwell will take over as Chair.  And last spring you 

elected Michael Kastner as the new Chair-Elect and 

Sharon Sparlin as Secretary / Treasurer.  Tom Waldron has 

been appointed as the new Mountain Sub-Area Chair, tak-

ing Michael Kastner’s place.  We are still in the process of 

appointing a new Desert Sub-Area Chair so we will intro-

duce them at a later date.  Sharon will remain the interim 

Desert Sub-Area Chair until that time. 

In the spirit of having a little fun, your new board was pre-

sented a list of questions to answer that might help you get 

to know them a little better.  Here are their responses……. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?  

 Claudette:  Since spare time is somewhat scarce 

in my life, when I have down-time, I find myself just want-

ing to do a lot of “nothing”!! 

 Michael:  What is spare time?  I’ve heard about 

this concept – just never seen it in the last 20 years.  Any 

time which might be labeled “spare” is completely con-

sumed by bells or family – sometimes in that order…. 

 Sharon:  Travel, golf, visiting with friends 

 Tom:  I work in my yard.  I enjoy growing things, 

especially things I can eat later.   I fly fish and golf.  I do 

volunteer work for my church.  I compose and arrange 

music for handbells.  I enjoy traveling.  Time with my chil-

dren and grand-children is my top priority. 

 

What is your favorite movie? 

 Claudette:  Forest Gump 

 Michael:  See comment about spare time… 

 Sharon:  Tombstone (what else) 

 Tom:  Sparticus.  It would have been incredible 

with today’s technology.  A very close second is Mr. Hol-

land’s Opus as I seem to have lived that one. 

 

Who is your favorite movie or television celebrity? 

 Claudette:  I enjoy Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep. 

 Michael:  Red Skelton.  (That’s how long it’s 

been since I watched TV recreationally!!!) 

 Sharon:  It’s a toss up – Val Kilmer and Johnny 

Depp 

 Tom:  James Stewart.  I think he lived his life mar-

ried to the same woman he started with and had great stan-

dards and values.  (I was actually in one of his movies, “Mr. 

Krueger’s Christmas.”) 

 

What is your favorite television show? 

 Claudette:  I am addicted to medical shows like 

ER and Grey’s Anatomy.  I should have been a nurse or 

doctor!! 

 Michael:  No comment 

 Sharon:  CSI 

 Tom:  “Music & the Spoken Word”.  I was part of 

it for 20 years. 

 

What is your favorite food or snack? 

 Claudette:  Popcorn 

 Michael:  No comment 

 Sharon:  Sour Cream & Onion Potato Chips 

 Tom:  Fruit and nuts 

 

If you had a million dollars, how would you spend it? 

 Claudette:  I would give to my church, and also 

two of my favorite charities, Compassion International and 

St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  I would then pay off my 

children’s college loans, take a nice vacation with my hus-

band, and put the rest in my jewelry box! 

 Michael:  No comment 

 Sharon:  I would like to fly to the moon but since 

that’s probably not going to happen then I would donate part 

or set up some type of scholarship/endowment fund, help 

family members and invest the rest. 

 Tom:  I would set up a scholarship trust in music at 

my favorite institution for higher education, BYU. 

 

If you could live anywhere in the world, where would 

that be? 

 Claudette:  Just to be able to live in the United 

States is such a blessing!! 

 Michael:  I love living in Colorado.  It’s a great 

place to be – weather, people, bell activities – no desire to 

live elsewhere.  Now VISIT elsewhere?  - you betcha!!  

How about Germany and Austria?  Would love to do a bell 

cruise or attend a bell festival in France, Australia, or Japan! 

 Sharon:  Right where I am. 

 Tom:  I live in my favorite place in the world, 

Utah.  I love the changing seasons and the incredible variety 

of scenery. 

 

What is your favorite sport? 

 Claudette:  I enjoy watching the Olympics – Ice 

Skating and Skiing at Winter Olympics, and Gymnastics at 

Summer Olympics. 

 Michael:  No comment 

 Sharon:  Golf 

 Tom:  The one my grandkids are playing at the 

moment.  (Personally though, it is soccer.) 

 



RECENT NEW MEMBERS 

Sherrill Tyacke,  

Faith  Presbyterian 

Church,  Sun City, AZ 

85331 

Dara Fubler of Grand 

Junction, CO 

Both have regular mem-

berships. 

We’re on our way to 400 by our 40th! 

What are your favorite sports teams? 

 Claudette:  I’m not a real sports fan, but I try to 

know enough to impress the “men” in my family!!! 

 Michael:  No comment 

 Sharon:  Not much of a sports fan but if I had to 

pick I would say “the underdog”. 

 Tom:  Real Salt Lake, Utah Jazz, and BYU Foot-

ball 

 

Do you have any hobbies? 

 Claudette:  I’ve always enjoyed sewing and crafts. 

 Michael:  Well, bells…….and I like to ride bikes 

with my boys. 

 Sharon:  Golf, scuba diving, bicycling 

 Tom:  Hobbies are things you do in your spare 

time.  Since I retired from teaching, I have very little spare 

time.  However, I do golf and fish. 

 

Do you have any pet peeves? 

 Claudette:  Talking to a recording when you have 

a question or need help. 

 Michael:  Hmmm…questions like these perhaps   

 Sharon:  Leaving your clothes wrong side out and 

throwing them in the laundry. 

 Tom:  I have a tendency to get riled up over the 

incredible attitude of entitlement that seems to permeate our 

society. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that perhaps no one else 

knows. 

 Claudette:  I have lived in two foreign countries 

and nine states. 

 Michael:  OK, how about his one:  What is the 

spread in age of my four sons?  Answer:  28 years:  32, 26, 5 

½ and 4. 

 Sharon:  I used to race go–carts 

 Tom:  I had a crush on Janet Lennon of the Lennon 

Sisters who performed on the Lawrence Welk Show.  I met 

her at the Utah State Fair when I was about 13 and she stole 

my heart. 

 

In 5-to 10 words, describe your hopes or dreams for Area 

XI or AGEHR. 

 Claudette:  Everyone attends at least one Area XI 

or AGEHR event! 

 Michael:  I expect Area XI AGEHR (and our new 

organization Handbell Musicians of America) to become five 

things for our membership:   

M ï Mentoring:  I hope our organization can truly serve as a 

teaching and mentoring station – first stop for questions and 

suggestions for all things handbells – expect the best and 

help provide solutions to your handbell musician counter-

parts throughout Area XI.   

U ï Uniting:  With our new emphasis for Handbell Musi-

cians of America, we should never forget our roots – Uniting 

People Through a Musical Art.   

S ï Synergy:  Area XI members put their faith in Area XI 

leadership to provide the very best handbell opportunities.  

Members supply ideas, energy, local leadership, and support 

by attending every event they can manage.  We will be a 

thriving society of Handbell Musicians, indeed!   

I ï Indispensible:  Look to Area XI to be the best source for 

information, advertising, local training opportunities, and 

electronic resources.  If we don’t have it – ASK!  We “want” 

to be an indispensible part of your handbell program.   

C ï Collaborative:  Local leadership cooperating with Area 

Elected leaders is the best way to bring quality to any organi-

zation.  If you haven’t volunteered to host a local workshop, 

do!  It’s really pretty painless and brings a wealth of Area 

resources to you and to your fellow handbell musicians. 

 Sharon:  400 members for Area XI by 2012. 

 Tom:  Growth, activity, a bonding of the 5 states 

 

As you can see we are “ordinary” people just like you!!  We 

all have busy lives and some of the same likes and dislikes as 

many of you, but the four (soon to be 5) of us have a desire 

to serve Area XI as your elected and appointed leaders.  We 

invite your support and encourage you all to find a way to 

“volunteer” some of your time to serve Area XI.  BE IN-

VOLVED!!  Give us a call or send an e-mail so we can get 

to know YOU!!! 

Now, if you want to read about our ñofficial and profes-

sionalò qualifications for our positions, go to the Area XI 

website at www.area11.org and the archive editions of the 

newsletters and read all about us!! 

THE 

WHATõS 

BUZZ? 

New dates for the 2012 

Area XI Festival/Conference 

in Salt Lake City are: 

JUNE 21-24, 2012 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR 

http://www.area11.org


AREA XI EVENTS COMING UP SOON - REGISTER EARLY!  SAVE $$$$ 
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As a service to the AGEHR membership, we are attempting to bring the equivalent of big workshop opportunities to the 

local level. Hopefully, this is appealing - both from a convenience point of view and from a (VERY REASONABLE!!!) 

cost point of view.  For more information about any of these events, please visit www.area11.org and go to either the 

Mountain Sub-Area or the Desert Sub-Area page.  Registration forms for these three events are available on line. 

WORKSHOP FOR RINGERS AND DIRECTORS 
La Casa de Cristo Lutheran Church 

6300 E. Bell Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 
September 18 from 8:45 until 1pm 

No lunch but snacks provided. 

HURRY ON THIS ONE!  Early bird registration is 

only $5 if your registration is postmarked on or before 

Sept. 7.   After September 7 you can still register 

(even at the door) but the cost is $8.  Classes in Basic 

Techniques, Bass Bells, 4-in-hand, Coordination 

Drills, Working With Children, Basic Music Theory, 

and Ensemble work will be offered.  Whether you are 

a beginner or in need of a 100,000 mile ringing 

checkup, you’ll find something to learn.  You will also 

be able to purchase handbell related items, jewelry, 

gloves, etc.  Handbell Services will be sending us 

things for sale.  Check out their quality products at 

www.handbellservices.com.   A workshop schedule 

and bios of all instructors will soon be available at 

www.area11.org/dstarea.html. 

BEGINNING AND EXPERIENCED  
DIRECTORôS WORKSHOP 

So. Suburban Christian Church 
7275 S. Broadway, Littleton, CO 

This is the final notice about our Directors' Work-

shop in Littleton on September 17-18.  

September 17 - 6pm to 9pm  

September 18 - 8am to 4pm 

If you're not registered, it's NOT TOO 

LATE!  However, if you pass this up, there may not 

be an opportunity like this one for some time.  

Stephanie Rhoades will be our primary clinician - she 

was selected because of her wide range of experience 

- from small church groups, to schools, to advanced 

community groups. Paul Gentry (Denver Bronze) 

and I will be assisting - especially to enable those 

directors who are new to bells or new to directing.  

ADVANCED RINGERS WORKSHOP IN UTAH 
The Church of Jesus Christ  

of Latter-day Saints:  Second 
1440 East 900 South, Springerville, Utah 

8am to 5pm 
Dr. William Payn is the director for this event on   
October 9.  Cost is $42 per person with an optional 
lunch for $6.  Registration DEADLINE is Septem-
ber 20, 2010.  Earliest registrants have the best 
chance to get their requested ringing positions.   
Two one-hour coaching sessions are available for pri-
vate coaching at $225 each.  Coaching must be paid 
for in full. 

MASSED RINGING TITLES 
(Must be purchased and prepared ahead of time) 

Dance of the Reed Flutes (Level 4) AP16464 
The Breeze and I (Level 5) FM20131 
Spiritoso (Level 5) HP2469 
Psalm of Peace (Level 4) AG56002 
 
More detailed information regarding the massed ring-
ing is available on the registration form available at 
www.area11.org/mtarea.html. 

It has been a pleasure serving you 

as the Area Chair these last four 

years, 2006-2010. I can't begin to 

thank everyone for their support 

of our Area's progress and events 

during this time. Special thanks to 

all my past and current Board members; THEY are the 

ones that got the real business work done - I was just the 

"frontman"! 

I'd have to say my favorite part of being the Chair was 

attending the Festivals/Workshops and having a chance to 

enjoy handbells together and getting to know you - the 

wonderful membership of Area XI. And I literally could 

not have succeeded in this position without Linda Ma-

loney and Sharon Sparlin. They mentored me all 

along and planned with me throughout my term - as they 

promised, when I originally agreed to be placed on the 

election ballot! They are true superwomen. 

I am looking forward to great, positive changes in the near 

future, and beyond, as we become the Handbell Musicians 

of America. Ring well! 

 

   MIKE SAYS ñTHANKSò 

http://www.area11.org/
http://www.handbellservices.com/?gclid=CO7P2dKB2KMCFRB1gwod8X9jtw
http://www.area11.org/dstarea.html
C:/Users/Marcy/Documents/Web Site/AGEHR/mtarea.html#advanc

